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Philippians 
The “Day of Jesus Christ” 

Philippians 1:6



Php. 1:5, “for your fellowship in the gospel from the first 
day until now, 
Php. 1:6, “being confident of this very thing, that He who 
has begun a good work in you will complete it until the day 
of Jesus Christ;” ~NKJV



PHASE  
ONE

Justification Spiritual  
Life

Three Stages  
of Salvation

Saved from 
Penalty of Sin 

“you were saved”

Saved from 
Power of Sin 

“you are being saved”

Saved from 
Presence of Sin 
“you will be saved”

PHASE  
TWO

PHASE  
THREE

Glorification

Text



Outline 

1A      Introduction: Paul’s concern for the Philippians, Php. 1:1–11 
1B  Greeting, Php. 1:1–2 
2B  Paul’s concern and prayer for the Philippians, Php. 1:3–8 
3B  Paul’s prayer that their spiritual growth will result in the 
praise and glory of God, Php. 1:9–11 

2A      Paul’s Joy for the Expansion of the Gospel, Php. 1:12–26 

6A      The Conclusion (Php. 4:10–20) 



What does “fellowship” mean? 



Php. 1:5, “for your partnership in the gospel from the first 
day until now,” ~RD

κοινωνία koinōnia  fem sing dat  
fellowship, participation; society; 
partnership



Paul uses koinonia and sugkoinonea as key words, which 
focus on the Philippians’ financial contribution and 
partnership for the expansion of the gospel ministry.



Php. 1:7, “just as it is right for me to think this of you all, 
because I have you in my heart, inasmuch as both in my 
chains and in the defense and confirmation of the gospel, 
you all are partakers with me of grace.” 

Php. 4:15, “Now you Philippians know also that in the 
beginning of the gospel, when I departed from Macedonia, 
no church shared with me concerning giving and receiving 
but you only.”

συγκοινωνός (synkoinōnos),

κοινωνέω (koinōneō)



Php. 1:6, “being confident of this very thing, that He who 
has begun a good work in you will complete it until the day 
of Jesus Christ;” ~NKJV



Php. 1:5, “for your fellowship in the gospel from the first 
day until now,” 

Php. 1:7, “just as it is right for me to think this of you all, 
because I have you in my heart, inasmuch as both in my 
chains and in the defense and confirmation of the gospel, 
you all are partakers with me of grace.”

συγκοινωνός (synkoinōnos) 

κοινωνία (koinōnia)



“Rather ergon agathon finds its explanation in the fact that 
the Philippians were partners with Paul in the gospel (vs. 
5), and shared their resources with him to make the 
proclamation of the gospel possible. This “sharing in the 
gospel” is the good work referred to here (cf. 2 Cor. 8:6) 
[italics original].  

~Hawthorne, Word Biblical Commentary, Philippians



Now God will carry His good work on toward completion 
until, and will actually have it all completed on, the day of 
Christ Jesus. This day is also called: 
• the day of Christ (Php. 1:10; 2:16), 
• the day of our Lord Jesus (Christ) (1 Cor. 1:8; cf. 2 Cor. 

1:14), 
• the day of the Lord (1 Thess. 5:2; 2 Thess. 2:2; cf. 1 Cor. 

5:5), 
• the day (1 Thess. 5:4), 
• that day (2 Thess. 1:10) 

~Hendricksen, Philippians (Amillennial)



Php. 1:10, “that you may approve the things that are 
excellent, that you may be sincere and without offense till 
the day of Christ,”



Php. 2:16, “holding fast the word of life, so that I may 
rejoice in the day of Christ that I have not run in vain or 
labored in vain.”



1 Cor. 1:8, “who will also confirm you to the end, that you 
may be blameless in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ.”



2 Cor. 1:14, “(as also you have understood us in part), that 
we are your boast as you also are ours, in the day of the 
Lord Jesus.”



What the Bible Teaches 
About 

The “Day of Christ” 



1. The Day of Christ is different from the Day of the Lord. 

a. The Day of the Lord describes a time of judgment; 
  

b. the Day of Christ is when Christ comes for His own at 
the Rapture, which is immediately followed by the 
Judgment Seat of Christ when we are rewarded.



2 Cor. 5:9, “Therefore we make it our aim, whether present 
or absent, to be well pleasing to Him. 
2 Cor. 5:10, “For we must all appear before the judgment 
seat of Christ, that each one may receive the things done 
in the body, according to what he has done, whether good 
or bad. 
2 Cor. 5:11, “Knowing, therefore, the terror of the Lord, we 
persuade men; but we are well known to God, and I also 
trust are well known in your consciences.”



2. Terminology: 2 Cor. 5:9–11 
 
2 Cor. 5:9, “Therefore we make it our aim, whether 
present or absent, to be well pleasing to Him. 
2 Cor. 5:10, “For we must all appear before the judgment 
seat of Christ, that each one may receive the things 
done in the body, according to what he has done, 
whether good or bad. 
2 Cor. 5:11, “Knowing, therefore, the terror of the Lord, 
we persuade men; but we are well known to God, and I 
also trust are well known in your consciences.”



2 Cor. 5:10 

“For we must all appear before the 
judgment seat [βῆμα bēma] of Christ, 
so that each one may be 
recompensed for his deeds in the 
body, according to what he has 
done, whether good or bad.”



 βῆμα                    bēma 
 

 
 The raised or elevated seat where the 

magistrate or tribunal would sit. In judicial 
settings, this is the seat of the judge  

or tribune.







3. Two types of people at the Bema. 
 
1 Cor. 3:10, “According to the grace of God which was 
given to me, as a wise master builder I have laid the 
foundation, and another builds on it. But let each one 
take heed how he builds on it.  
 
1 Cor. 3:11, “For no other foundation can anyone lay than 
that which is laid, which is Jesus Christ.”



1 Cor. 3:10, “According to the grace of God which was given 
to me, as a wise master builder I have laid the foundation, 
and another builds on it. But let each one take heed how he 
builds on it.  

1 Cor. 3:11, “For no other foundation can anyone lay than 
that which is laid, which is Jesus Christ.” 

I = the apostle Paul 
foundation = Jesus Christ, the Savior, crucified for our sins   
1 Cor. 2:2, “For I determined not to know anything among 
you except Jesus Christ and Him crucified.”



1 Cor. 3:12, “Now if anyone builds on this foundation with 
gold, silver, precious stones, wood, hay, straw,  

1 Cor. 3:13, “each one’s work will become clear; for the 
Day will declare it, because it will be revealed by fire; and 
the fire will test each one’s work, of what sort it is.” 

What “day?” 
1 Cor. 1:6, “even as the testimony of Christ was confirmed in 
you,” 
1 Cor. 1:7, “so that you come short in no gift, eagerly waiting 
for the revelation of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
1 Cor. 1:8, “who will also confirm you to the end, that you may 
be blameless in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ.”



1 Cor. 3:14, “If anyone’s work which he has built on it 
endures, he will receive a reward.  

1 Cor. 3:15, “If anyone’s work is burned, he will suffer loss; 
but he himself will be saved, yet so as through fire.”



1 Cor. 3:14, “If anyone’s work which he has built on it 
endures, he will receive a reward.  

1 Cor. 3:15, “If anyone’s work is burned, he will suffer loss; 
but he himself will be saved, yet so as through fire.”

 σῴζω sōzō   
3 sing fut pass indic  
to save; deliver, keep 
from harm, preserve



1 Cor. 3:14, “If anyone’s work which he has built on it 
endures, he will receive a reward.  

1 Cor. 3:15, “If anyone’s work is burned, he will suffer loss; 
but he himself will be saved, yet so as through fire.”

 σῴζω sōzō   
3 sing fut pass indic  
to save; deliver, keep 
from harm, preserve

1. One group has rewards 
2. The other group has no 

rewards (loses rewards) 
3. All are saved eternally from 

the penalty, power, and 
presence of sin



4. Two types of heirs. 
 
Romans 8:17, “and if children, then heirs—heirs of God 
and joint-heirs with Christ, if indeed we suffer with Him, 
that we may also be glorified together.”





Charles the First walked and talked half an hour after his 
head was cut off 

~County Schools Exam, England 1937



Charles the First walked and talked half an hour after his 
head was cut off 

~County Schools Exam, England 1937 

Charles the First walked and talked. Half an hour after, his 
head was cut off. 



Johnny said the teacher was stupid 

Johnny, said the teacher, was stupid. 

Johnny said, the teacher was stupid.



And if children, then heires, heires 
of God, and ioynt heires with 
Christ: if so be that we suffer with 
him, that wee may be also glorified  
together. Rom 8:17



Rom. 8:17, “and if children, heirs also, heirs of God and 
fellow heirs with Christ, if indeed we suffer with Him so that 
we may also be glorified with Him.” ~NASB 95 

Rom. 8:17, “and if children, then heirs; heirs of God, and 
joint-heirs with Christ; if indeed we suffer with him, that we 
may also be glorified with him.” ~WEB, ASV 

Rom. 8:17, “and if children, then heirs—heirs of God and 
fellow heirs with Christ, provided we suffer with him in order 
that we may also be glorified with him.” ~ESV, NIV



Romans 8:17, “and if children, then heirs—heirs of God and 
joint heirs with Christ, if indeed we suffer with Him, that we 
may also be glorified together.”



Romans 8:17, “and if children, then heirs of God, and joint 
heirs with Christ, if indeed we suffer with Him, that we may 
also be glorified together.” 

Two types of heirs: 
• Heirs of God: all believers 
• Joint heirs with Christ: for those who grow spiritually



5. Conclusions 

1. Every Christian builds on the foundation of their salvation: faith 
in Jesus Christ as the promised and prophesied Messiah, who 
like the Passover Lamb, died as a sacrifice to take away the sin of 
the world. 

2. We build with moral works which God has nothing to do with 
(wood, hay, straw), or we build by walking by the Spirit (Gal. 5:16) 
and those divinely enabled works have eternal value (gold, silver, 
precious stones).  

3. In this life we cannot determine which is which.  

4. Our life’s work will be evaluated at the judgment seat of Christ 
(JSC).



5. Conclusions 

5. The judgment is not designed to expose sin, but to expose that 
which has eternal value. Sin was paid for (expiation, redemption) 
at the cross. 

6. The metaphor of burning destroys that which was temporal to 
reveal that which is eternal. 

7. Rewards are on the basis of what is eternal. 

8. Some have no valued works, yet they “will be saved, yet so as 
through fire.” 

9. Conclusion: two types of Christians enter Heaven, those with 
rewards, and those with no rewards.



6. Salvation is not a reward! 
 
Col. 3:23, “And whatever you do, do it heartily, as to the 
Lord and not to men, 
 
Col. 3:24, “because you know that from the Lord you will 
receive the reward of the inheritance; for you serve the 
Lord Christ.”



Col. 3:23, “And whatever you do, do it heartily, as to the Lord 
and not to men,  
Col. 3:24, “because you know that from the Lord you will 
receive the reward of the inheritance; for you serve the Lord 
Christ.” 

Salvation is free, unearned, undeserved. 

Rewards are based on “doing”.



7. When is the Day of Christ?


