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The Church Fathers 
AD 100–150













• The apostles Peter 
and Paul were 
probably martyred 
during Nero’s 
persecution of 
Christians.

Crucifixion of Peter



The History of 
The Church 
AD 33 — 1650

Ancient 
Church

Theological 
Definition

Medieval Church

Theological 
Darkness

600

Reformation Church

Theological 
Restoration

1517

100

950

1350





AUTHORITY IN THE EARLY CHURCH
GOD

CHRIST

APOSTLES

THE APOSTLES’ 
SUCCESSORS

A succession of bishops 
from God through Christ 
in the churches. 

A single apostolic 
successor in each 
church (a bishop). 

An emphasis on a 
linearly passed 
tradition of doctrine.



The History of The Rise of the 
Episcopacy in the Church

Plurality of 
Leadership in 
each church (?)

Singularity of Leadership 
in each church. Single Leader 

over the whole 
church.100 

Ignatius
250 
Cyprian’s 
Concept of 
the 
Federation 
of Bishops 
and 
Apostolic  
Succession

430 
Augustine’s 
Confirmation of 
Cyprian’s 
Federationism 
& 
Successionism 

The Donatist 
Controversy

450 
Leo I

600 
Gregory I 
End of 
Federation of 
Bishops

Elders = Bishops 
Deacons

Bishops 
Elders 
Deacons

Pope 
Bishops 
Priests 
Deacons





The Development of 
Millennialism

300

250

1652 1703

1627

1820

Historic or Ancient  
Premillennialism

Amillennialism

Postmillennialism

Ancient premillennialism

Modern 
 premillennialism



The Eschatology of the Church Fathers

Israel Church

FIRST 
ADVENT

Kingdom 
(not Chiliasm)

SECOND 
ADVENT 

Resurrection 
(saved and lost)




