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Understanding Beauty
Ephesians 5:15-16; Isalah 6:1-4
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THE WEALTH, WALK
& WARFARE
OF THE BELIEVER



Results of being filled by the
Spirit:

Eph. 5:19, “speaking to one

another In psalms and hymns and
spiritual songs, singing and
making melody In your heart to
the Lord,

Eph. 5:20, “giving thanks always
for all things to God the Father In
the name of our Lord Jesus
Christ,

Eph. 5:21, “submitting to one
another in the fear of God.

Eph. 5:22, “Wives, submit to vour
own husbands, as to the Lord.”

Results of the Word dwelling
richly:

Col 3:16Db, “... teaching and

admonishing one another In

psalms and hymns and spiritual

songs, singing with grace In
your hearts to the Lord.

Col. 3:17, “And whatever you
do in word or deed, do all in the
name of the Lord Jesus, giving
thanks to God the Father
through Him.

Col. 3:18, “Wives, submit to

your own husbands, as is fitting
In the Lord.”




Expanded translation of Col. 3:16

“You [Insert your name] must let the Word of Christ make
Itself at home abundantly and generously in every aspect
of your thinking and life with the result that you teach and
admonish each other through singing songs, hymns, and
spiritual songs In all wisdom, singing with grace in your
hearts toward God.” [RD]



What are Our Assumptions?

Summary:

e The Scripture Is our sole authority on worship.

 God and God alone defines worship.

« But how do we evaluate music? Is that not a matter of
personal taste? Or culture? (subtext: good and bad

music, art, literature, poetry, etc. are relative to culture
and personal taste). Is this true?
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The Meaning of:Worship
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What the BIpJe Teaches
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The Origins ofi Music




ESSENCE OF GOD

Holy
Sovereign Omniscient
Righteousness Omnipresent
Justice Omnipotent
Love Veracity

Eternal Life Immutability



Three implications:

First, that it was perfect in itself, that it was a form and
function of music that was uncorrupted and untainted by

anything less than ethical perfection.

Second, this implies necessarily that there Is a standard by
which music should be evaluated. In other words, there IS
GOOD music and BAD music.

Third, we must understand that music as music, IS a
language that communicates. It communicates nonverbally

just as the “heavens declare the glory of God.”




The Impact of the World Upon Worship

The Greek word used In Romans 12:2 i1s not kosmos, but
alonos, aword that emphasizes the time element. It Is the
spirit of the times or the worldview.

Rom. 12:2, “And do not be pressed into the mold of the spirit
of the age [the zeitgelst of the culture], but be transformed
by making your thinking new, that you may demonstrate that
the will of God Is good and acceptable and complete.”



What the Biple leaches

'cc L]

lid

The Elemen’s and Forms
off Waorship




Forms and Elements of Worship

1. God prohibits the addition of unauthorized forms to
worship.

Lev. 10:1, “Then Nadab and Abihu, the sons of Aaron, each
took his censer and put fire in It, put Incense on It, and offered
profane fire before the LORD, which He had not commanded
them.

Lev. 10:2, “So fire went out from the LORD and devoured them,
and they died before the LORD.

Lev. 10:3, “And Moses said to Aaron, ‘This is what the LORD
spoke, saying: “By those who come near Me | must be
regarded as holy; And before all the people | must be
glorified.” ' So Aaron held his peace.”



Forms of our Worship

Thus the forms of our worship should be informed and
regulated by the Word of God.

We must think about how we determine what kind of music
IS acceptable for corporate worship.



John 4:23, “But the hour Is coming, and now IS, when the
true worshipers will worship the Father by means of the

Spirit and by means of Truth; for the Father Is seeking
such to worship Him.”



Worldview!and/ Beauty




1. What exactly i1s a “worldview?”

 Basically, It Is a set of mental glasses we wear through
which we observe and interpret the world around us.

e How we understand life and all of the iIssues of life Is
based on a worldview.

 Most people never heard of this and never think about
this.



Worldview: Comprehensive set of basic or ultimate beliefs
that fit together in a consistent or coherent manner. A full
worldview would include answers to the following
guestions and more: What kinds of realities are there, and
what Is ultimately real? What explanation can be given of
reality? What is knowledge, and how do we gain 1t? What
IS It to have a reasonable or justified belief? What is the
good, what is the good life for a human person and how
does a person achieve such a life? What Is beauty, and
how Is It related to reality and goodness?I1]

[1l Evans, C. Stephen. 2002. Pocket Dictionary of Apologetics & Philosophy of
Religion. Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity Press.



Worldview: Comprehensive set of basic or ultimate beliefs
that fit together In a consistent or coherent manner.



Worldview:
A full worldview would include answers to the following
guestions and more:
« What kinds of realities are there, and what Is ultimately
real?
 What explanation can be given of reality?
 What Is knowledge, and how do we gain It?
« What Is It to have areasonable or justified belief?
 What Is the good, what Is the good life for a human
person and how does a person achieve such a life?
 What Is beauty, and how iIs it related to reality and
goodness?

[1l Evans, C. Stephen. 2002. Pocket Dictionary of Apologetics & Philosophy of
Religion. Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity Press.



2. The Bible says a lot about “beauty.”

"33 (sebi, “ornament”), beauty In the sense of the

ornamentation that makes something beautiful
(e.g., Isa. 4:2).

29t (tob, “good”), occasionally used to describe physical
beauty, usually in phrases like “good (tob) of
appearance.”

RDN (tip’ara), to beautify, glorify.



Words expressing Aesthetic excellence:
e Glorious
 Magnificent
 Majestic
e Splendid

e Beautiful



