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United Kingdom  1:1–11:43
40 Years

1:1–2:46 Establishment of Solomon
Adonijah, Accession, David’s Death, Executions 

3:1–8:66 Rise of Solomon
Marriage, Wisdom Administration, 
Temple, Dedication, Glory

9:1–11:43 Decline of Solomon
Polygamy, Idolatry, Death

Key Person: Solomon



1A God provides for the transition of the 
Kingship from David to Solomon in fulfillment 
of the Davidic covenant (1 Kgs 1–11)

1B Transfer of the kingdom from David 
to Solomon (1:1–2:12)

1C David coronates Solomon 
despite Adonijah’s power grab (1)

2C David’s final exhortation to 
Solomon regarding covenant 
faithfulness and David’s foes and 
friends (2:1–12)
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1 Kings 2:2, “I am going the way of all the 
earth. Be strong, therefore, and show 
yourself a man.”



1 Kings 2:2, “I am going the way of all the 
earth. Be strong, therefore, and show 
yourself [be] a man.”

חָ זַ ק  chāzaq: “to be strong, to 
strengthen, to be courageous, to 
overpower.”



Deuteronomy 11:8, “Therefore you shall keep 
every commandment which I command you 
today, that you may be strong, and go in and 
possess the land which you cross over to 
possess.”



Deuteronomy 31:23, “Then He inaugurated 
Joshua the son of Nun, and said, ‘Be strong 
and of good courage; for you shall bring the 
children of Israel into the land of which I swore 
to them, and I will be with you.’”



Joshua 1:9, “Have I not commanded you? Be 
strong and of good courage; do not be afraid, 
nor be dismayed, for the LORD your God is 
with you wherever you go.”



1 Kings 2:3, “Keep the charge of the 
LORD your God, to walk in His ways, to 
keep His statutes, His commandments, 
His ordinances, and His testimonies, 
according to what is written in the Law of 
Moses, that you may succeed in all that 
you do and wherever you turn.”



1 Kings 2:3, “Keep the charge of the 
LORD your God, to walk in His ways, to 
keep His statutes, His commandments, 
His ordinances, and His testimonies, 
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Moses, that you may succeed in all that 
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ָׁשַמר ָׁשַמר  ((shamarshamar) ) ““to watch, to keep, to to watch, to keep, to 
preserve, to guard, to be careful, to preserve, to guard, to be careful, to 
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1 Kings 2:3 “Keep the charge of the 
LORD your God, to walk in His ways, to 
keep His statutes, His commandments, 
His ordinances, and His testimonies, 
according to what is written in the Law of 
Moses, that you may succeed in all that 
you do and wherever you turn,”

ָׁשַמר ָׁשַמר  ((shamarshamar) ) ““to watch, to to watch, to keepkeep, to , to 
preserve, to guard, preserve, to guard, to be careful to to be careful to 
observeobserve, to watch over, to watch , to watch over, to watch 
carefully over, to be on onecarefully over, to be on one’’s guard.s guard.””

ִמְׁשֶמֶרת (mishmereth),  
“mandate, guard, 
charge, duty, 
responsibility, 
commission.”



1 Kings 2:4, “so that the LORD may carry 
out His promise which He spoke 
concerning me, saying, ‘If your sons are 
careful of their way, to walk before Me in 
truth with all their heart and with all their 
soul, you shall not lack a man on the 
throne of Israel.’”



Deuteronomy 5:33, “You shall walk in all the 
ways which the LORD your God has 
commanded you, that you may live and that it 
may be well with you, and that you may 
prolong your days in the land which you shall 
possess.”



Deuteronomy 8:6, “Therefore you shall keep 
the commandments of the LORD your God, to 
walk in His ways and to fear Him.”



Deuteronomy 11:22, “For if you carefully keep 
all these commandments which I command 
you to do – to love the LORD your God, to walk 
in all His ways, and to hold fast to Him –”



Deuteronomy 5:33, “You shall walk in all the 
ways which the LORD your God has 
commanded you, that you may live and that it 
may be well with you, and that you may 
prolong your days in the land which you shall 
possess.”



ֶׂשֶכל  (sékel) Hiphel, impf.  

“to act with insight, to be prudent, to give 
insight, to teach, to prosper, to consider, 
to ponder, to understand, to act prudently, 
to act with devotion.”

Translated as Discretion in 1 Chron 22:12



1 Chronicles 22:11, “Now, my son, may the 
LORD be with you; and may you prosper, and 
build the house of the LORD your God, as He 
has said to you.

1 Chronicles 22:12, “Only may the LORD give 
you wisdom and understanding, and give you 
charge concerning Israel, that you may keep 
the law of the LORD your God.”
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build the house of the LORD your God, as He 
has said to you.

1 Chronicles 22:12, “Only may the LORD give 
you wisdom and understanding, and give you 
charge concerning Israel, that you may keep 
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1 Chronicles 22:11, “Now, my son, may the 
LORD be with you; and may you prosper, and 
build the house of the LORD your God, as He 
has said to you.

1 Chronicles 22:12, “Only may the LORD give 
you wisdom and understanding, and give you 
charge concerning Israel, that you may keep
the law of the LORD your God.”

ִּביָנה (biynah), “understanding, 
comprehension, discernment, righteous 
action”



1 Chronicles 22:13, “Then you will prosper, if 
you take care to fulfill [keep - shamar] the 
statutes and judgments with which the LORD 
charged Moses concerning Israel. Be strong
and of good courage; do not fear nor be 
dismayed.”

ָצלַ ח  (tsalach)“to prosper, 
succeed, to be victorious”








