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WIVES AND UNBELIEVING 
HUSBANDS 

1 PETER 3:1–6



1 Pet. 3:1, “Wives, likewise, be submissive to 
your own husbands, that even if some do not 
obey the word, they, without a word, may be 
won by the conduct of their wives, 

1 Pet. 3:2, “when they observe your chaste 
conduct accompanied by fear.”



1 Pet. 3:1, “In the same way, wives, be 
subject to your own husbands. Then, even if 
some are disobedient to the word, they will 
be won over without a word by the way you 
live, 

1 Pet. 3:2, “when they see your pure and 
reverent conduct.” [NET]



1 Pet. 3:3, “Do not let your adornment be 
merely outward—arranging the hair, wearing 
gold, or putting on fine apparel— 

1 Pet. 3:4, “rather let it be the hidden person 
of the heart, with the incorruptible beauty of 
a gentle and quiet spirit, which is very 
precious in the sight of God.”



1 Pet. 3:3, “Do not let your adornment be 
merely outward—arranging the hair, wearing 
gold, or putting on fine apparel— 

1 Pet. 3:4, “rather let it be the hidden person 
of the heart, with the incorruptible beauty of 
a gentle and quiet spirit, which is very 
precious in the sight of God.”

ko/smoß  kosmos nom masc sing   
“orderly arrangement, world system; 
adornment, decoration”



1 Pet. 3:4, “rather let it be the hidden person 
of the heart, with the incorruptible beauty of 
a gentle and quiet spirit, which is very 
precious in the sight of God.”

prau/¨ß (prayüs), gentle, humble, considerate, 
submissive to authority



1 Pet. 3:4, “rather let it be the hidden person 
of the heart, with the incorruptible beauty of 
a gentle and quiet spirit, which is very 
precious in the sight of God.”

hJsu/cioß  heœsuchios  gen neut sing   
quiet or silent; not disruptive, rebellious, 
contentious

prau/¨ß (prayüs), gentle, humble, considerate, 
submissive to authority



Prov. 31:30, “Charm is deceitful and beauty is 
passing, but a woman who fears the LORD, 
she shall be praised.” 
 
Prov. 12:4, “An excellent wife is the crown of 
her husband, but she who causes shame is 
like rottenness in his bones.”



1 Pet. 3:5, “For in this manner, in former 
times, the holy women who trusted in God 
also adorned themselves, being submissive 
to their own husbands, 

1 Pet. 3:6, “as Sarah obeyed Abraham, 
calling him lord, whose daughters you are if 
you do good and are not afraid with any 
terror.”



1 Pet. 3:5, “For in this manner, in former 
times, the holy women who trusted in God 
also adorned themselves, being submissive 
to their own husbands, 

1 Pet. 3:6, “as Sarah obeyed Abraham, 
calling him lord, whose daughters you are if 
you do good and are not afraid with any 
terror.”
e˙lpi÷zw  elpizoœ   
pres act part fem plur 
nom   
to hope



1 Pet. 3:5, “For in this manner, in former 
times, the holy women who trusted in God 
also adorned themselves, being submissive 
to their own husbands, 

1 Pet. 3:6, “as Sarah obeyed Abraham, 
calling him lord, whose daughters you are if 
you do good and are not afraid with any 
terror.”

ko/sme÷w    kosmeo 
nom masc sing   
to arrange, set in 
order, adorn

e˙lpi÷zw  elpizoœ   
pres act part fem plur 
nom   
to hope



1 Pet. 3:7, “Husbands, likewise, dwell with 
them with understanding, giving honor to the 
wife, as to the weaker vessel, and as being 
heirs together of the grace of life, that your 
prayers may not be hindered.”


