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Central Interpretive Motif for
Arno C. Gaebelein

Prophetic
Hope Centered
in the Personal
Second Coming
of Jesus Christ
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Hopelessness of the Present Age

Conflict of the Ages (1933)

World Prospects (1934)

Hopeless, Yet There is Hope (1935)
As it Was—So Shall It Be (1937)
The Hope of the Ages (1938)




Why the Hopelessness?

J SIN
> The persecution of the Jews

» Increasing moral and
religious declension
(Christendom)



THE FOCUS ON INDIVIDUAL REDEMPTION
IN COVENANT THEOLOGY

OT Covenant of Grace: NT

Focus On

Covenant of Works: IIlleldu.al
Adam in the Garden Redemption

4 ‘ +

THE FALL
GENESIS 3

COMMUNITY AND NATIONAL INDIVIDUAL REDEMPTION
PROMISES TO ISRAEL IN THE CHURCH
IGNORED OR DOWNPLAYED EMPHASIZED

S

THE NEW READ BACK INTO THE OLD
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THE FOCUS ON THE GLORY OF GOD
IN DISPENSATIONALISM

CREATION

Creation of the Church
(Acts 2)

REDEMPTION

Rapture of the Church
(I Thess. 4:13-18)
God’s

Plan for «
Angels

Creation of Israel Restoration of Israel
(Gen. 11-12ff) (Amos 9, Rom. 11)

» God’s Plan «

Creation of the Nations for the Salvation Judgment of the Nations

(Gen. 10) .. (Isa. 2, Matt. 25)
of Individual Men
Creation of the World Redemption of Creation
(Gen. 1) (Rom. 8:19-22, Rev. 21)

God’s Plan for the Lost

>
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The Christological Focus of
Prophetic Hope

There is but one answer to all these questions
concerning the promised hope for Israel, for the
nations of the earth and for all creation. That
answer is: The Lord Jesus Christ.

He alone is the only answer, the completest
answer, the never-failing answer to all our
guestions. But what do we mean when we give
His ever blessed and adorable Name, the Name
above every other name, as the only answer?



We do not mean that the answer is a practical
application of the principles of righteousness
declared by the infallible teacher in the sermon
on the mount. We do not mean the practice of
what has been termed the golden rule. We do
not mean a leadership of Jesus. We do not
mean that these questions will be answered by
future spiritual revivals, nor do we mean that a
blasted Western civilization misnamed Christian,
will influence heathen nations to accept
Christianity and turn to God from their idols.



The sorrowful fact is that what military
Christendom has done and is doing, and the
shameful failures of Western civilization, has been
a curse to heathen nations. What we mean, the
only answer, the completest and neverfailing
answer to all our questions, is

The Glorious Reappearing of the Lord Jesus Christ



This future event will answer every question, solve
every problem which humanity faces today, and
all the existing chaotic conditions, and bring about
that golden age of which heathen poets dreamed,
which the Bible promises is in store for the earth.

Hope of the Ages, 71-72



