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THE PRIORITIES OF THE PASTORAL MINISTRY
ACTS 20:7–26





Acts 20:17, “From Miletus he sent to 
Ephesus and called for the elders of the 
church.”

presbu/teroß  
presbuteros 
acc masc plur
older; elder, mature



Acts 20:18, “And when they had come to him, 
he said to them: ‘You know, from the first day 
that I came to Asia, in what manner I always 
lived among you, 

Acts 20:19, “ ‘serving the Lord with all 
humility, with many tears and trials which 
happened to me by the plotting of the Jews;’ ”

douleu/w  douleuoœ  
pres act part masc sing 
nom  
“to serve as a slave”



Acts 20:18, “And when they had come to him, 
he said to them: ‘You know, from the first day 
that I came to Asia, in what manner I always 
lived among you, 

Acts 20:19, “ ‘serving the Lord with all 
humility, with many tears and trials which 
happened to me by the plotting of the Jews;’ ”

e˙piboulh/  epibouleœ  
dat fem plur  
plot



Acts 20:20, “how I kept back nothing that 
was helpful, but proclaimed it to you, and 
taught you publicly and from house to 
house,”



Acts 20:20, “how I kept back nothing that 
was helpful, but proclaimed it to you, and 
taught you publicly and from house to 
house,”
uJposte÷llw  
hupostelloœ  
aor mid indic 1 sing  
to draw back
“I did not shrink 
back”



Acts 20:20, “how I kept back nothing that 
was helpful, but proclaimed it to you, and 
taught you publicly and from house to 
house,”

aÓnagge÷llw  anaggelloœ 
aor act infin  
to report, announce, 
recount

dida¿skw  didaskoœ  
aor act infin  
to teach, instruct



Acts 20:21, “testifying to Jews, and also to 
Greeks, repentance toward God and faith 
toward our Lord Jesus Christ.”



Acts 20:21, “testifying to Jews, and also to 
Greeks, repentance toward God and faith 
toward our Lord Jesus Christ.”

diamartu/romai (diamartyromai), 
charge, adjure, bear witness to, 
legally testify about something



Acts 20:21, “testifying to Jews, and also to 
Greeks, repentance toward God and faith 
toward our Lord Jesus Christ.”

diamartu/romai 
(diamartyromai), 
charge, adjure, bear 
witness to, legally 
testify about 
something

meta¿noia  metanoia 
acc fem sing  
to change one’s mind, 
to think differently



Acts 20:22, “And see, now I go bound in the 
spirit to Jerusalem, not knowing the things 
that will happen to me there,”

poreu/omai  
poreuomai  
pres mid indic 1 
sing 
to go, proceed, 
travel



Acts 20:22, “And see, now I go bound in the 
spirit to Jerusalem, not knowing the things 
that will happen to me there,”

poreu/omai  
poreuomai  
pres mid indic 1 
sing 
to go, proceed, 
travel

de÷w  deo
perf pass part masc 
sing nom  
to bind, stop  
“have been bound in 
the past, with ongoing 
results”



Acts 20:22, “And see, now I go bound in the 
spirit [Spirit] to Jerusalem, not knowing the 
things that will happen to me there,”

 twˆ◊ pneu/mati to pneumati
instrumental dative
having been bound by the Spirit



Acts 20:22, “And see, now I go bound in the 
Spirit [having been bound by means of the 
Spirit] to Jerusalem, not knowing the things 
that will happen to me there,”

Acts 19:21, “When these things were 
accomplished, Paul purposed in the Spirit,
[by means of the Spirit] when he had passed 
through Macedonia and Achaia, to go to 
Jerusalem, saying, ‘After I have been there, I 
must also see Rome.’ ”



Acts 20:23, “except that the Holy Spirit 
testifies in every city, saying that chains and 
tribulations await me. 

Acts 20:24, “But none of these things move 
me; nor do I count my life dear to myself, so 
that I may finish my race with joy, and the 
ministry which I received from the Lord 
Jesus, to testify to the gospel of the grace of 
God.”



Acts 20:25, “And indeed, now I know that you 
all, among whom I have gone preaching the 
kingdom of God, will see my face no more. 

Acts 20:26, “Therefore I testify to you this 
day that I am innocent of the blood of all 
men.

Acts 20:27, “For I have not shunned to 
declare to you the whole counsel of God.”



Acts 20:25, “And indeed, now I know that you 
all, among whom I have gone preaching the 
kingdom of God, will see my face no more. 

Acts 20:26, “Therefore I testify to you this 
day that I am innocent of the blood of all 
men.

Acts 20:27, “For I have not shunned to 
declare to you the whole counsel of God.”



1. Teach, 19×;  dida¿skw  didaskoœ  “to teach, 
instruct”

2. Encourage, parakale÷w  parakaleoœ “to urge, 
exhort, comfort”

3. Proclaim  katagge÷llw  kataggelloœ “to 
announce, declare, preach”

4. Declare aÓnagge÷llw  anaggelloœ “to report, 
announce, recount”



5. Proclaim, preach, eujaggeli÷zw  euaggelizoœ “to 
proclaim good news”

6. Strengthen, e˙pisthri÷zw  episteœrizoœ “to 
strengthen, support”

7. Preach, khru/ssw  keœrussoœ “to proclaim, 
preach”

8. Warn, nouqete÷w  noutheteoœ “to warn, advise, 
admonish”



1 Cor. 1:23, “but we preach Christ crucified, 
to the Jews a stumbling block and to the 
Greeks foolishness,”

2 Tim. 4:2, “Preach the word! Be ready in 
season and out of season. Convince, rebuke, 
exhort, with all longsuffering and teaching.”



Acts 20:27, “For I have not shunned to 
declare to you the whole counsel of God.”



Acts 20:27, “For I have not shunned to 
declare to you the whole counsel of God.”

boulh/  bouleœ 
acc fem sing  
will, counsel; 
council, senate  

aÓnagge÷llw  
anaggelloœ 
aor act inf
to report, announce, 
recount



Acts 20:28, “Therefore take heed to 
yourselves and to all the flock, among which 
the Holy Spirit has made you overseers, to 
shepherd the church of God which He 
purchased with His own blood.”



Acts 20:28, “Therefore take heed to 
yourselves and to all the flock, among which 
the Holy Spirit has made you overseers, to 
shepherd the church of God which He 
purchased with His own blood.”
e˙pi÷skopoß  
episkopos  
acc masc plur  
“overseer, bishop, 
guardian”
Emphasizes the 
leadership 
oversight role of 
the Pastor

poimai÷nw  poimainoœ  
pres act infin  
to shepherd, feed
Emphasizes the 
primary function of the 
Pastor-Teacher to feed 
the sheep



e˙pi÷skopoß  
episkopos  
 “overseer, 
bishop, 
guardian”
Emphasizes the 
leadership 
oversight role of 
the Pastor-
Teacher

poimai÷nw  
poimainoœ  
“to shepherd, 
feed”
Emphasizes the 
primary function 
of the Pastor-
Teacher to feed 
the sheep

presbu/teroß  
presbuteros 
“older; elder, 
mature”
Emphasizes 
the maturity 
aspect of the 
Pastor-
Teacher



Phil. 1:1, “Paul and Timothy, bondservants of 
Jesus Christ, To all the saints in Christ Jesus 
who are in Philippi, with the bishops and 
deacons:”
1 Tim. 3:2, “A bishop then must be 
blameless, the husband of one wife, 
temperate, sober-minded, of good behavior, 
hospitable, able to teach;” 
Titus 1:7, “For a bishop must be blameless, 
as a steward of God, not self-willed, not 
quick-tempered, not given to wine, not 
violent, not greedy for money,”



1 Pet. 2:25, “For you were like sheep going 
astray, but have now returned to the 
Shepherd and Overseer of your souls.”



1 Tim. 5:17, “Let the elders who rule well be 
counted worthy of double honor, especially 
those who labor in the word and doctrine.”
 
1 Tim. 5:19, “Do not receive an accusation 
against an elder except from two or three 
witnesses.”
 
Titus 1:5, “For this reason I left you in Crete, 
that you should set in order the things that 
are lacking, and appoint elders in every city 
as I commanded you—”



Eph. 4:11, “And He Himself gave some to be 
apostles, some prophets, some evangelists, 
and some pastors and teachers,”

Heb. 13:20, “Now may the God of peace who 
brought up our Lord Jesus from the dead, 
that great Shepherd of the sheep, through 
the blood of the everlasting covenant,”

1 Pet. 2:25, “For you were like sheep going 
astray, but have now returned to the 
Shepherd and Overseer of your souls.”



John 21:15, “So when they had eaten 
breakfast, Jesus said to Simon Peter, ‘Simon, 
son of Jonah, do you love Me more than 
these?’ He said to Him, ‘Yes, Lord; You know 
that I love You.’ He said to him, ‘Feed My 
lambs.’

John 21:16, “He said to him again a second 
time, ‘Simon, son of Jonah, do you love Me?’ 
He said to Him, ‘Yes, Lord; You know that I 
love You.’ He said to him, ‘Tend My sheep.’ ”



John 21:17, “He said to him the third time, 
‘Simon, son of Jonah, do you love Me?’ Peter 
was grieved because He said to him the third 
time, ‘Do you love Me?’ And he said to Him, 
‘Lord, You know all things; You know that I 
love You.’ Jesus said to him, ‘Feed My 
sheep.’ ”



1 Pet. 5:2, “Shepherd the flock of God which 
is among you, serving as overseers, not by 
compulsion but willingly, not for dishonest 
gain but eagerly;”


